


























her identity as Mrs. De Winter, she immediately gets embarrassed and talks to 

the housekeeper as if ashamed of herself. Even though she is the mistress, she 

lacks confidence like a child and begins apologizing, " 'I'm sorry, Mrs. Danvers,' I 

said, stammering, my words tumbling over one another; " (Maurier 91). Instead 

of having a more commanding voice of a mistress to a housekeeper, she 

stammers like a child when she realizes she made a mistake. 

Another theme could be identified as: 'The impossibility of true escape'. This 

theme allows the author to demonstrate the nature of the relationships between 

the powerful and submissive characters in the text. In showing Rebecca's 

continuing influence in the relationship between Maxim and the narrator, the 

author focuses on the inability of Max to escape a murder he committed. After 

the discovery of Max's crime of murder, the author makes it obvious that Max 

feels that he has lost to Rebecca by stating" 'Rebecca has won,'" (Maurier 278). 

This ultimately shows her power as she is dead but still manages to force Maxim 

into a position where he has to defend himself on a charge of murder. The author 

uses this guilt that Max feels to show that he is actually compassionate and is a 

submissive character as well. He decribes how" 'Something happened nearly a 

year ago that altered my whole life. I had to begin living all over again .. ' 

"(Maurier 282). This implies that he did not want to commit murder and still 

feels guilty about it. The readers see his vulnerability and insecure side as he 

confesses to his murders. Rebecca is presented as being powerful here as she 

makes Max nearly go "'mad ... Sitting down the desk there, answering those 

terrible letters of sympathy.' "(Maurier 282). This helps the author illustrate her 
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